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then left for Sweden, where she arrived at the close of May, 

1639, making the voyage from Christina to Gottenburg in 

five weeks.1 

{To be continued.) 

JOHN PENN'S JOURNAL OF A TISIT TO 
READING, HARRISBURG, CARLISLE, 

AND LANCASTER, IN 1788. 

[John Penn, the author of the following Journal, was the eldest son of 

Thomas, who was the second son of William and Hannah (Callowhill) 
Penn ; John Penn was born Feb. 23,1760, and died in 1834 ; his mother was 

Lady Juliana Penn, daughter of the Earl of Pomfret. He published several 

volumes of poems, and built the mansion known as Solitude, now standing 

in the Zoological Garden in Fairmount Park. He also built a great house 

in Kensington Gardens, London, and the mansion of Stoke?the park sur 

rounding which he laid out and planted; also Pennsylvania Castle on Port 

land Island. His portrait, and commonplace-book from which the Journal 

is taken, are in the collection of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. For 

the notes we are indebted to Mr. Daniel S. Zacharias and Mr. Henry May 

Keim, of Reading, and Mr. A. Boyd Hamilton, of Harrisburg.?Ed.] 

April 6, 1788. Set out from Philadelphia and passed thro' 

the township of Roxborough, the name of which all the 

houses bear, scattered along the road for some miles. Passed, 

likewise, two meeting houses, then filled by their congrega 

tions, and alighted to rest the horses at one Cochran's. The 

soil is not very rich, but the country is finely diversified with 

wood and clear ground ; tho' the beauties are not of so bold a 

sort as I admired in last year's tour to Bethlehem. I con 

versed much with a hoary-headed guest at this tavern, who 

lived near Reading, and who invited me to his house, terming 
me the " Honorable Proprietor." But to show how qualified 

respect is in this democratical country, this discourse passed 

1 Blommaert to the chancellor, dated January 28, 1640 ; Fleming to the 

same, June 8, and July 1, 1639 ; the same to Spiring, June 8, 1639. The 

Oxenstjerna papers. 
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while he, the tavern keeper, and myself were lounging in 

three chairs, and I obliged to joke with him about his age. 
Mine host, too, apprised me freely of the state of his finances, 

by which I concluded him to have joined in a late petition 
from Montgomery county for the relief of debtors. 

In the evening arrived at Brooke's tavern, the sign of Dr. 

Franklin, but being recruited by light fare at the last tavern, 

exchanged my intended dinner for a refreshing tea. This 

road is marked by a peculiar appearance in the roofs of the 

different buildings, which remind us of England. Instead 

of shingles, the ordinary and universal covering, the barns 

are often roofed with thatch, and. the houses with tiles, fabri 

cated in the neighborhood. 

April 7. Left the tavern at seven and a half o'clock, after 

admiring the strong likeness to Dr. Franklin, drawn by one 

Rutter,1 a limner I employ in Philadelphia. That city and 

its environs may boast of the best sign painter, perhaps, in 

any country. I called upon Squire Muhlenberg2 (as he was 

termed) the last speaker of the Assembly, who lived close by, 
over against the tavern, but as he was employed by business, 
soon proceeded upon my journey thro' a very pleasant country. 

The character of it is the beautiful, a little heightened in 
some places by the sublime. It is, indeed, perfect, especially 
as you approach the Schuylkill about Pottsgrove,3 which 

would, even in England, be no contemptible village. One 

brick house adjoining, owned by a person named Rutter,4 has 

the appearance of an English box. The river now adds to 

the beautiful disposition of the ground, and to the picturesque 
forms of the horizon ; which continue till the Black Horse,5 
about half way to Reading, which is thirty miles from the 

1 
George Rutter (Ritter), a noted sign painter and ornamenter of Phila 

delphia. 
2 Frederick A. Muhlenberg. 
3 Now Pottstown. 

4 Thomas Rutter. 
5 The Black Horse Tavern is in the township of Amity, in the county of 

Berks, and the place is now known as Douglassville ; the Philadelphia and 

Reading Railroad Company have a passenger and freight depot adjacent 
to said tavern or hotel. 
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last tavern. Here I baited my horses, and then passed on 

thro' a series of higher hills, breaking the horizon with less 

harmony, and resembling somewhat more, Pelion upon Ossa. 

Near Reading, into which I walked for two miles, sending 
on my horses, I met a person on horseback, and questioned 
him concerning the Manor here,1 as I had alighted chiefly to 

examine at leisure my own ground. He showed the fertile 

valleys and low places, which were all settled by encroachers, 
and the rocky and barren mountains they left unsettled. The 

town2 is finely situated on the Schuylkill, surrounded at a 

distance, and sheltered by these mountains. Dinner was 

1 The manor here mentioned was the manor of Penns Mount, and at that 

time formed the eastern limits of the town of Reading ; at the present time, 

part of said manor is included in the limits of the city of Reading ; said 

manor was surveyed to the use of the Honorable the Proprietaries, in pur 
suance of a warrant dated the 25th day of November, 1748, and returned 

into the secretary's office the 21st day of November, 1755, and contains 

12,200 acres. Resurveyed by Cadwallader Evans, Jr., in 1789, and laid off 

in lots to the number of 232, by direction of Anthony Butler. 
2 The land on which the town of Reading was first laid out was taken up 

as follows, to wit : three hundred acres of land, surveyed on the 19th day 
of March, 1733, to Thomas Lawrence, warrant for the same tract dated the 

1st day of June, 1733. Patent to Thomas Lawrence dated the 27th day of 

October, 1733. One hundred and thirty-seven and a half acres of land, sur 

veyed on the 22d day of April, 1738, to Thomas Lawrence, warrant for the 

same tract dated the 23d day of June, 1737. Patent dated the 16th day of 

February, 1739. One hundred and twenty-six acres of land, surveyed the 

3d day of July, 1741, to the Proprietaries' use, by order of the Honorable 

Thomas Penn, Esq., out of Richard Stockly's tract of 1150 acres. 

Deed, Thomas Lawrence and wife to Thomas Jenkins for the above 

mentioned two tracts of land. Deed dated 6th December, 1745. 

Deed, Thomas Jenkins and wife to Richard Peters and Richard Hockly 
for the same lands. Deed dated 10th December, 1745. 

Deed, Richard Peters and Richard Hockly and Hannah, his wife, to the 

Honorable Thomas Penn and Richard Penn, Proprietaries, for the same 

lands. Deed dated 30th March, 1748. 

The town of Reading was laid out on the two tracts of land which had 

been owned by Thomas Lawrence. 

The first survey or plot of Reading extended from King, now Third Street, 

to Yigour, now Eleventh Street, and from Hamilton, now Chestnut Street 

to Margaret, now Walnut Street. A subsequent survey was made of 55 or 

60 lots along the Schuylkill on both sides, which were called water lots. A 
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ordered at one Whitman's,1 who proved the only tavern 

keeper who had not lately petitioned against the confirma 

tion of the proprietary estate. His accommodations were 

worthy of a respectable country town, and I dined heartily 

upon catfish, which the river plentifully affords. 

April 8. Mr. Biddle2 and Daniel Clymer,3 who, with other 

gentlemen of this town, had called the day before, joined me, 
and we walked down to the ferry, rented by us to one Levan. 

Then, turning to the left, we walked over the farm also belong 

ing to the Proprietors, which has great advantages as such, 
but it will be more productive, as well as valuable, to divide 

it into small parcels and sell them separately. This counsel, 

given by people of the neighborhood, will most probably be 

followed, in spite of pleading taste. A dinner was provided 
for us at Mr. Biddle's, the honours of the table done in part 

by Mrs. Collins, his daughter, and his unmarried one present. 

They are of low stature, but rather pretty. Mr. Biddle ap 

pears an amiable character.4 

third survey was made on the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th days of July, 1776, by 
direction of John Penn, Esq., of the part of the town which lay between 

King, now Third Street, and the river. 
1 Abraham Whitman, whose son Abraham is now (1877) living in the city 

of Reading, and is upward of eighty years of age. The hotel or tavern was 

at the southeast corner of Fifth and Franklin. 
2 

Judge James Biddle. His brothers were?Charles, Vice-President of 

Pennsylvania, Edward, Member of the Continental Congress, and Captain 

Nicholas, who was lost on the frigate Randolph in 1777. 
3 Daniel Cunyngham Clymer, son of William and Ann (Roberdeau) 

Clymer, was born in Philadelphia, April 6, 1748. Losing his father in 

early life, he was brought up by his uncle, General Roberdeau. He gradu 
ated at Princeton in 1766, read law, and attained an enviable position in 

that profession. He was a lieutenant in the 2d Battalion of Philadelphia 
Militia in 1775, and as lieutenant-colonel commanded a rifle battalion in 

1776. During the Revolution Mr. Clymer was Commissioner of Claims of 

the Treasury. He removed to Reading, Penn., and in 1782 represented 
Berks County in the Assembly. He married Mary Weidner, daughter of 

Peter and Susan Weidner. His wife died Dec. 5, 1802, and Col. Clymer 
Jan. 25, 1819. They left one child, Edward Tilghman, the father of the 

Hon. Heister Clymer.?Roberdeau Family, Washington, 1876. 
4 The ferry rented to Levan was then at the place where the first Lan 

caster bridge had been built, which is north of the present iron bridge ; it 
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It was mentioned that a subscription of about ?3000 

currency would remove the obstructions of the Schuylkill so 

much, that the trade and property of the town would most 

rapidly increase. Another plan much sooner to be executed, 
is the establishment of a school. The trustees are to allow 

the teacher ?100 currency per annum. 

April 9. Set off accompanied by Mr. Biddle, who was so 

obliging as to show me the way to General Mifflin's farm,1 
three miles from Reading. Finding the river too deep to ford, 

we passed at a lower ferry on the road to Lancaster. The 

General and Mrs. Mifflin received us in a neat farm-house, 
and being very early themselves, provided a second breakfast 

for us, tho' it was then only half-past seven. He took us 

round some of his improvements, and I rode with him to 

various points of view which commanded the town of Read 

ing and the circumjacent hills and valleys. He farms about 

is called the Lancaster, being on the road leading from Reading to Lancaster. 

After crossing over the river they turned to the left. At about one mile from 

the ferry on the road leading from Reading to Morgantown, there are two 

farm-houses, one on the right and the other on the left ; these were on the 

Proprietaries' farm, which Penn said that he walked over, accompanied by 
Messrs. Biddle and Clymer ; this tract of land was surveyed to the Proprie 

taries' use on the 18th of 2d month, 1740, by virtue of a warrant dated 31st 

December, 1733, containing two hundred and forty-five acres and allowance. 

About the year 1826, these farms became the property of the Hon. Henry A. 

Muhlenberg, the elder, who, after serving several terms in Congress, for the 

county of Berks, was nominated in the year 1844 as the Democratic candi 

date for governor, but died a short time before the election. The tract of 

land is now divided, and about one-half of it is owned by the Reading Land 

and Improvement Company, and the other part of said farm or tract of land 

is owned by the heirs of Charles Norton, deceased, late of the city of 

Philadelphia ; a fine stream of water flows through this tract of land, and 

is known by the name of Angelica Creek; on the south of the above men 

tioned tract is another tract of land containing two hundred and seventy 

acres, which had likewise been surveyed to the use of the Honorable the 

Proprietaries on the 9th day of December, 1734, and is known as the mine 

tract ; both these tracts of land are situate in the township of Cumru. 
1 This farm or a part of it is now owned by the county of Berks, the 

Berks County Almshouse and Hospital being erected on the same ; there 

are upwards of six hundred acres of land in this farm, that is with the 

woodland. It is situate in the township of Cumru. 
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twelve hundred acres, and has a Scotch farmer who conducts 

the business. One hundred of meadow-land he waters. One 

neighbour of the General's is one of the marrying Dunkers. 

They live in their own houses like other countrymen, but 

wear their beards long. This person is a principal one, and 

when we accosted him was working in his meadow. 

General Mifflin, with agreeable frankness and affability, 

pressed us both to stay for an early dinner, to which we sat 

down about one o'clock. After dinner I mounted my horse 

and came into the Carlisle road about three miles off, at 

Sinking Spring.1 About sunset arrived at Middletown,2 
fourteen miles from Reading, and put up at a tavern, the 

master of which owned the town and one hundred acres in the 

neighbourhood. There is one spot on this road remarkable 

for its European appearance, the lands all cultivated, and 

adorned by some farms, and a very handsome Presbyterian 
church upon a hill. This road, however, upon the whole has 

less cleared ground than any I passed. The beauties are 

chiefly those of wildness and the romantic; the adjoining hills, 

being as yet bare of leaves, except where dotted by groups of 

firs, and being steep and extensive, these circumstances render 
them striking:? 

forlorn and wild, 
The seat of Desolation. 

April 10. Rose by six o'clock, and after breakfast set out, 
in order to sleep at Harrisburg, the chief town of Dauphin 

County, and which was proposed to be the seat of government. 
Passed some mills a few miles from thence at Tulpehocken 
Creek, which afterwards meets the road somewhat farther in 

1 This place still retains its name. It is about six miles westward from 

Reading on the road leading from Reading to Harrisburg. 
* The town was laid out by Mr. John Womelsdorff between the years 

1760 and 1765, and is now called Womelsdorff. The Presbyterian Church, of 
which mention is made, is known as the German Reformed Church. It is now 

also used by the Lutherans. Womelsdorff (formerly Middletown) is laid out 
on land surveyed to John Page, and created into a manor by the Honorable 

the Proprietaries, and was named Plumton ; a court of Barons was also 

granted to the said John Page. 

Vol. iil?20 
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a very picturesque spot. On the eastern side of this is a most 

elegant new Lutheran church.1 On the western is a Cal 

vinist's, called here, by way of distinction, a Presbyterian 
church.2 After riding through a village,31 came to Lebanon, 
a handsome town containing some hundred inhabitants. This 

place is decorated by a spire, and the houses are well built; 

many of them stone or brick. It not being distant enough, 
the horses were baited at Millerstown, a small village half 

way, and twenty miles from Harrisburg, or Harris's ferry. 
About sunset, I had a fine view of this town from an high 

part of the road;4 the river Susquehanna flowing between its 

woody and cultivated banks close to the town. Mr. Harris,5 
the owner and founder of this town, informed me that three 

years ago there was but one house built, and seemed to 

possess that pride and pleasure in his success which ./Eneas 

envied. 
Felices illi, quorum jam maenia surgunt ! 

Tho' the courts are held here generally, Lebanon is infi 

nitely larger. The situation of this place is one of the finest 

I ever saw. One good point of view is the tavern, almost 

close to the river. This was the house which stood alone so 

many years. It is called the Compass,6 and is one of the first 

1 In the township of Marion, Berks County. 
2 Now known as the German Reformed Church, and situated in Jackson 

Township, Lebanon County. 
8 Now known as Myerstown. 
4 This road was north of the present P. & R. R. R. It afforded an en 

chanting view of Kittatinny Gap, up and down the Susquehanna for about 

10 miles, and some distance into the valley of Cumberland and York Coun 

ties. The west side of the river was not wooded at that time, all the forest 

having been burned off twenty years before. 
5 John Harris, the founder of Harrisburg, a man of great energy, and the 

owner of 1000 acres of choice land about his fine residence, built in 1766? 

yet standing, pretty much as he erected it?on the Front Street and Mary 

Alley. His father is buried directly in front of it. Mr. Harris was 
" 

born 

at the ferry," 1726, died 1791, buried in Paxtang Church-yard. 
6 The ferry house, now occupied as a public school-house ?built of logs, 

weather-boarded, low ceilings, large rooms?just below the present Harris 

Park, on Paxtang place, about 200 yards below the Harris Mansion. 
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public houses in Pennsylvania. The room I had is 22 feet 

square, and high in proportion. 

April 11. After breakfasting about eight with Mr. 

Harris, we walked together to the ferry, when he gave me 

two pieces of information, one of an island he purchased of 

us, which the war prevented us from confirming to him ; 
and the other of the delinquency of one Litso, who wishes to 

detain the money due in part for a farm over the Susque 

hanna, tho' there is an incumbrance in our favor, on it, to the 

amount of six or seven hundred pounds, going on upon 
interest. The waters being high, we ferried across with 

difficulty, and almost dropped down to a very rapid part 
below the landing place ; but at length escaped a disagreeable 
situation. About two miles from the river passed the house 

of Whitehill the Assemblyman,1 and arrived about three at 

Carlisle, seventeen miles off. The first buildings seen here 

are three or four separate wings, intended for magazines 

originally,2 but said to be granted by Congress to the trustees 

of Dickinson College for twenty years ; tho' upon inquiry I 

find they are negotiating, but have not concluded a bargain. 
The present college or school-house is a small patched-up 

building of about sixty by fifteen feet. The apartments of 

the public buildings are casually inhabited, and Dr. ?sTesbit,3 
the head of the college, lives in one. I found my landlord, 
tho' an Irishman, possessed of the free and easy style to a 

great degree. It was difficult indeed to persuade him, for 

any length of time, that I was able to forego the pleasure of 

his society. 

April 12. After breakfast went out to take a walk, and 

1 Robert Whitehill; he resided at the present village of Whitehill, where 

there is a large soldiers' orphans' school. He was born in Lancaster County, 

1736, and died in Cumberland, 1813, and is buried in Silver Spring Church 

yard. He was long in the public service?assemblyman and congressman? 

for more than twenty years. See, also, Rupp, Cumberland Co., p. 438. 

2 These buildings were erected by the Continental Congress in 1777. 

They were occupied by the college for some time, until they were converted 

into cavalry barracks. 
3 Dr. Charles Nesbit, of Montrose, Scotland, President of the college from 

1785 until the time of his death in 1804. 
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persevered in spite of the rain, till I arrived at the head of a 

spring,1 which sends a rivulet about three miles to the town. 

I returned by the opposite bank. Immediately after dinner 

called upon Gen. Armstrong2 to inquire of him whether the 

surveys of our lands, he had made in this neighbourhood, had 

been returned into the office. This served me for introduc 

tion, as I had been careless of providing letters. However, 
he was just setting out to call upon a Mr. Montgomery, and 

visit me together with him. We convened at the tavern, 
and were soon joined by Col.3 the brother of Dr. Magaw,4 a 

professor at the University of Philadelphia. A principal 

part of the conversation was on the subject of our estate in 

the environs, which, lying at hand, was of course interesting 
to them all. Gen. Armstrong assured me that every survey he 

made had been returned, and that this had been a consolation 

to him when his papers were formerly destroyed by fire. In 

the middle of it we were interrupted by the arrival of a 

countryman who had been disappointed by Mr. Francis, as 

our agent, in a bargain for some neighbouring land. 

Carlisle is an incorporated town, and seems about the size 

of Reading ; it has an English church (which is not the case 

at Reading), tho' the Presbyterian church is the most con 

spicuous, and the best built. There are many Irishmen 

among the poor of this county, who are all opposed to the 

new government, proposed by the late convention. They 

appear much more to prefer the English system. 

April 13. Rose early in order to see a cave near Cone 

dogwinit creek, in which water petrifies, as it drops from the 

roof. Returned and pursued my route to a place called Lis 

burn, tho' it proved somewhat out of my way. Just at this 

spot the country is romantic. The name of the creek running 
thro' it, Yellow-breeches creek, may, indeed be unworthy of it. 

From hence the road lay thro' woods till the Susquehanna, 

1 
Probably at the site of the First Presbyterian Church, on the bank of 

the Conodoguinet, two miles west of the town of Carlise. 
2 Gen. John Armstrong the Elder.?See The Pennsylvania Magazine, 

vol. i. p. 183. 
3 Col. Robert Magaw. 

4 Rev. Samuel Magaw. 
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and Harrisburg at a distance denoted that the ferry was at 

hand. I crossed the river about three and a half o'clock, 
surrounded by enchanting prospects. The ride to Middle 

town is along the eastern bank, and exhibits a striking 

sample of the great, in the opposite one, rising to a vast 

height, and wooded close to the water's edge for many miles. 

From this vast forest, and the expansive bed of the river 

navigable to its source for craft carrying two tons burden, 
the ideas of grandeur and immensity rush forcibly upon the 

mind, mixed with the desert-wildness of an uninhabited 

scene. The first particular object on this road is Simpson's 

house,1 the owner of the ferry where I crossed. It is on a 

rock across the river. At Middletown I put up at one 

More's, who was a teacher formerly at Philadelphia of Latin 

and Greek. He talked very sensibly, chiefly on subjects 
which discovered him to be a warm tory, and friend of pas 
sive obedience. Unlike many tories, he is an enemy of the 
new constitution. Here the Great Swatara joins the Sus_ 

quehanna, and a very fine mill is kept at their confluence by 
Mr. Frey, a Dutchman, to whom I carried a letter from Mr. 

D. Clymer. 
Several trees, before I arrived at the Susquehanna-ferry, had 

been girdled, as it is termed, that is cut all around thro' the 

bark, so as to prevent their continuing alive. This operation 
in a country so abounding in timber, saves the too great 
trouble of cutting down every tree whose leaves might ob 

struct the men's operation upon the corn. 

April 14. Before my departure, Mr. Frey showed me his 

excellent mill, and still more extraordinary mill-stream, run 

ning from one part of Swatara for above a mile till it rejoins 

1 It was the residence of Gen. Michael Simpson, is yet standing, and is 

very spacious. It is directly opposite the Penna. Steel Works ; they are at 

the 
" 

Chambers's ferry" of 1750. Simpson was a lieutenant at the storming 
of Quebec, and went through the Revolution with great credit. He was 

brother-in-law to Rev. Col. John Elder, had three wives, but left no issue. 

Born in Paxtang 1748, died 1813, buried under a handsome monument in 

Paxtang Church-yard. At his death he was a Major-General of the Penn 

sylvania Militia. See, also, Campaign against Quebec, by John Joseph 

Henry, Albany, 1877, p. 30. 
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it at the mouth. It was cut by himself with great expense 
and trouble, and is the only work of the kind in Pennsyl 
vania. Middletown is in a situation as beautiful as it is 

adapted to trade, and already of a respectable size. I left it 

threatened by rain, which came on rather violently soon after, 
and the roads proved the worst of the whole journey, till that 

time. I passed thro' Elizabethtown, eight miles off, and over 

the creeks (or small rivers) of Conewago and Chickesalunga. 
As you leave Dauphin for Lancaster county, the lands im 

prove, and at a place half way from Middletown, where I 

stopped for my horses, and to avoid the rain, it was said to 

be worth ?15 per acre. There are some handsome farm 

houses nearer Lancaster. The town itself has a far superior 

appearance to any I had passed thro'. The streets are regu 

lar, and the sides are paved with brick, like Philadelphia, or 

else stone ; and separated by posts from the street. 

April 15. I rode alone over to the Blue-rock, and spent a 

great part of the day in examining the grounds, not returning 
till dusk. The consequence of this ride was the resolution I 

made of keeping or purchasing near two hundred acres round 

a spot admirably calculated for a country-seat. It is the 

highest situation there, and commands the distant banks of 

the Susquehanna, and several islands, which might many of 

them be collected into one front prospect. The grounds behind 

and of each side fall finely, and may be seen from this spot to 

the extent of the above-mentioned number of acres, except in 

a few low places, in some of which a strong supply of water 

runs thro' excellent meadow-lands now perfectly green. The 

road wants frequent direction. 

April 16. Set out for Nottingham, and crossing Conestoga 
creek in the Philadelphia road, left it on the opposite bank, 

pursuing the right hand road along the creek. At Haynes 

town there is the appearance of a small village, and one neat 

brick house. The lands fall to a very few pounds per acre 

about half way from Lancaster. This country is acknow 

ledged friendly to the new constitution, tho' I happened to 

converse, on the road, with but one for it, but two against 
it. The former's argument was that matters could not be 
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worse, nor taxes higher. He informed me that a farm of 

four hundred acres in this part (where land is as just now 

mentioned) brought ?60 per annum clear of all expenses. 
Crossed Octarara creek, and arrived about four at the sin 

gle house (the Horse and Groom) next to Nottingham Meeting 
house. Forty acres here were granted by William Penn to a 

society of Quakers as a place of worship. The distant lands 

are seen from the tavern, which are the subject of dispute, 

owing to the boundary lines being long uncertain between 

Pennsylvania and Maryland. The people were meeting and 

consulting previous to the purposed decision of the affair 

at Annapolis, next May. Being somewhat fatigued, stayed 
here this night, tho' little fresh information could be obtained 

of my claims to these lands. 

April 17. The country is pleasantly varied in the ride from 

this place to Wilmington. At Newark, is the most conside 

rable collection of houses I had seen since Lancaster. The 

Elk is crossed upon this road ; and the country is plentifully 
watered here by small streams. Newport, within a few 

miles of Wilmington, has still more houses than Newark, and 

a good brick tavern, which provided proper entertainment 

for horse and man. The kitchen door being ajar, I was 

amused by a war of words between Perrins and Rapilius, 
two rustics completely drunk, and by degrees becoming less 

intelligible. Each seemed perfectly apprised of the other's, 
tho' unconscious of his own, aberration from propriety. 

At Wilmington, after a twenty-four miles ride, closed the 

evening agreeably by waiting upon Mrs. and Miss Vining.1 

1 An account of this lady, so well known in society at the close of the last 

century, will be found in the Reminiscences of Wilmington, by Elizabeth 

Montgomery, p. 150. 
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